August Newsletter 2021
The United Benefice of St. Giles, Killamarsh and
St. Matthew’s, Renishaw
August Sunday Services

Date

Time

Church

Service

01/08/21

10.00 am

St. Giles

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Matthew’s

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Giles

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Matthew’s

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Giles

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Matthew’s

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Giles

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Matthew’s

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Giles

Holy Communion

10.00 am.

St. Matthew’s

Holy Communion

Trinity 9

08/08/21
Trinity 10

15/08/21
Trinity 11

22/08/21
Trinity 12

29/08/21
Trinity 13
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Holidays
Holidays

August is the month when schools are off and many of us go on holiday. This year
will be very different, with many opting for a ‘staycation’! The good news is that
Jesus offers us a true rest:
‘Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.’ (Matthew 11: 28-29). Are you feeling tired or burdened and
in need of a holiday? Jesus invites you to spend it with Him!
The Invitation: Our holiday destination is Jesus Himself: ‘Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened.’ We can come just as we are, with all the burdens and
sadness we carry from the last 18 months. Jesus doesn’t offer a ‘quick fix’ to deal
with our issues; He simply offers Himself!

The Promise: Jesus promises us the gift of refreshing, sustaining and everlasting
rest. When we go on holiday, we usually look forward to doing very little and yet this
is not the kind of rest Jesus offers. His rest involves taking up His yoke and learning
from Him! A yoke was the wooden collar that ran across the shoulders of a pair of
oxen to enable them to work the fields. Jesus says: ‘My yokes fit well. They do not
rub your neck and shoulders. Come to me and get yoked to Me. Make an act of loyal
obedience and trust in Me. And you will find a deep peace and satisfaction that you
could never find anywhere else. I have come for you!’
What’s so amazing about this holiday is that you can get rest by simply staying at
home! Parish Pump
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CHRIS BEACH
In memory of Chris Beach who is now with our Lord. I pray that He will have greeted
her with this words,
’Welcome home, you good and faithful servant’.
It was with immense sadness that I received the news from Roger, her husband, this
morning (Tuesday 6th July) that Chris had passed away at Ashgate Hospice. Chris
had only transferred from Calow Hospital the day before.
Our prayers and support go out to Roger at this very, very difficult time.
Many people before me knew of Chris during her life and ministry in Killamarsh and
Renishaw. Chris has had an ardent passion for serving the Lord and during the time
I have known Chris she has helped to run Messy Church, the Breakfast Club, flower
festivals, ministry with bereaved families, assisting with baptisms and the Eucharist ,
the Christian Book club at St Giles School which she ran with the assistance of Betty
and Jean . She was also a Foundation Governor at St Giles Primary. Chris was the
Safeguarding Officer and Deanery Synod Representative for both churches. She and
Roger worked voluntarily for The Royal British Legion in Whitwell. And let’s not
forget Chris’s amazing singing!
I am sure that all who are reading this will have your own very special fond memories
of Chris. She will be sadly missed by everyone.
As we know death is inevitable to us all and no-one is exempt. From the time that
Chris’s health deteriorated significantly and she became physically weaker and
more reliant upon medical intervention and personnel her inner spiritual strength
shone through. Despite her failing health she asked for prayer books. I believe Chris
held no fear of dying- she trusted in the words of Jesus. Chris ‘s faith came to the
fore.
I am the resurrection and the life’, says the Lord. ’Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’
John 11.25, 26 NRSV
Pupils and staff from St Giles School wrote personal tributes on individual hearts
which were displayed as garlands on the church railings.
Chris’s funeral, held on Thursday 22nd July, was beautiful and very God filled.
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Flowers for Chris’s Funeral
By Margaret Hall

AND OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH CONTINUES ON and ON…………………
A prayer for parents and godparents as children are being brought for
baptism.
Heavenly Lord, we give you grateful thanks that parents are bringing their children to
be baptised into the Christian faith. We pray that godparents will honour the
promises they make at the baptism service so that each child can be nurtured in the
Christian faith. As they develop and grow up they will know of God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Amen
I have invited two mums who regularly attend church with their children to write an
article based on why they think being part of a Christian worshipping community is
so important for their children. Helen Deveson from St. Giles and Helen Ramsden
from St. Matthew’s.

St Giles Church
Helen and Craig Deveson were married at St Giles Church. Helen has brought Lane,
then Ember and now Laiken to church accompanied by her own mum Barbara.
When parents bring their child ( ren) for baptism I hope and pray that they will
nurture their children in the Christian faith. Helen continues to do this. I invited Helen
to write an article for this month’s magazine.
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Helen writes:As a mother of 3 young children I feel it is extremely important to attend church with
them on a Sunday and to feel part of the church community that has become our
“church family”. The other members of the congregation reinforce to my children
what I teach at home, helping them to respect their elders and care for others whilst
also making good life choices. They are surrounded by a loving and supportive
congregation and are meeting others who are teaching and guiding them about what
is right and wrong. We are all made to feel incredibly welcome and look forward to
our Sunday mornings where we escape the hectic side of life and as a family are
welcomed into a community of faith with other people who share our values and
celebrate the children’s achievements and milestones. The children learn from
watching others and learning from what they see and being part of the church they
are seeing people giving time and love, it also teaches them a great deal about
social relationships.
All three of the children have been christened. My littlest one on the 4th July and I
feel this is extremely important to mark the beginning of their Christian faith and they
are therefore welcomed into the church and eventually learning more about the
Christian faith. Helen Deveson 6/7/21
St. Matthew’s
Helen Ramsden attends St Matthew’s Church in Renishaw. Her two sons are
Vincent and Alfie. Helen writes:
I joined the congregation at St Mathew’s when my oldest son was around 5 months
old. I had an overwhelming feeling that I needed to be part of the wider community
and that this would offer my son greater protection and guidance as he was growing
up.
Every time I travelled passed St Mathew’s I felt a pull and eventually I plucked up the
courage to attend our first Sunday service. Everyone was so welcoming and
although Vincent slept through most of the service in those early days, it felt like we
were right where we belonged.
As a family we had always intended to have our children baptised, purely because
everyone in both of our families have been baptised and it was an important tradition
we wanted to uphold.
It wasn’t until we started to attend Sunday worship regularly that the importance of it
changed and it wasn’t just a family tradition anymore, it was something more spiritual
and had a deeper meaning that we understood better.
Vincent was baptised on Sunday 29 th July 2018, three days after his first birthday
and it was a day we will never forget. We were so blessed to have Reverend Michael
perform the christening and to have Christine lead the service and the singing! As
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she gave us his baptismal candle she told us to light it on the anniversary and
explain the meaning and importance to Vincent, which we have done.
We now have a second son Alfie, and he has started joining us at Sunday service
now restrictions have eased. I feel a little sad for him that his journey with the church
is starting later than his brothers’ due to lockdowns etc, but at the same time I’m very
excited and proud to have both my boys join me in church…. Even if they cause
havoc! We’re very lucky to have such understanding members who don’t mind a bit
of giggling and wandering as Alfie’s confidence increases!
We’re hoping that we will be able to have Alfie baptised soon and celebrate with all
our friends and family just like we did for Vincent.
I hope that by taking the boys to church when they are so young will help them live
their lives as good Christians. As Vincent gets older he is already living his life with
love, care and compassion for others and I know that’s the Church’s influence. With
the same guidance I’m sure Alfie will be the same.
Vincent describes the other members of our church as his ‘Church friends’ and I
think that sums up our experiences nicely. Attending services is more than an act of
worship for us, it is a sense of belonging and all I hope for my sons is they feel the
same sense of love envelop them when they enter church, that I do. Helen
Ramsden.

The bells are temporarily silenced at St Giles Church
Prior to the Covid pandemic the flourishing bell ringing team met every Wednesday
evening at St Giles. Mr Don Jones from Eckington Church taught the fledging
bellringers and we are deeply grateful to Don, his wife Hazel and their daughter
Nicola who gave of their time and expertise to enable others to learn how to ring the
bells in a proficient and safe way. All the fledglings reached the required standard .
Nearly two years on, with three lockdowns impacting on three church closures,
personal circumstances and with Covid restrictions in situ as I write this article (9th
July) , sadly some members of the fledgling bell ringing team have made their
decision not to carry on. We completely respect their decision. Two members still
want to continue and have been invited by Don to practice at St Peter and St Paul’s
Church in Eckington.
What does that mean for St Giles Church? Firstly, we are without a team of bell
ringers. Also, with Covid and with so many bellringers being ‘of riper years’ I am sure
that there will be a reluctance to travel to different churches albeit for the immediate
future. This current situation may hopefully change.
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Until then we are unable to offer the ringing of bells to our wedding couples or indeed
for any other special occasion.
As restrictions continue to lift and hopefully as life can begin to return to ‘normal’
within the continuing Covid pandemic let us hope and pray that there will be a
resurgence of interest in bell ringing and that the silence of the bells will be no more.
Revd Helen
The fantastic mask making has now come to an end .
I met with Julie on Friday 9th July to receive a further £152-00 generated by the
production and sale of masks. The mask making began at the start of the pandemic
because St Giles Charity shop had to close. Their commitment and dedication to
raising funds for St Giles Church has been unwavering. They have dedicated many,
many hours to mask making and we cannot thank them enough. The final total
raised by Julie and Christine for St Giles Church is a staggering £2, 652-00 Thank
you ! Thank you ! Thank you!
Election of Church wardens
At St Matthew’s Church on Tuesday 20th July 2021 Miss Anne Joule and Mrs Ann
Morton were duly elected as churchwardens for the forthcoming year.
At St Giles on Sunday 25th July 2021 Mrs Margaret Hall and Mrs Mrs Jenny Crump
were duly elected to serve as churchwardens for the forthcoming year.
Their charge at the Archdeacon’s Visitation held via Zoom on Tuesday 27 th July at
7pm is
“The Church is the body of Christ, and through baptism every member is called to
ministry and to service. You are called to special responsibilities. With your clergy,
you are to share in the administration of the parish and in the care of the church
buildings. You are to promote the whole mission of the Church, which is pastoral,
evangelistic, social and ecumenical. These things you are called to do to the glory of
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the well-being of Christ’s Church. To
him, therefore, upon whose grace we rely, and in whose love we trust, let us
dedicate ourselves, our lives and work, praying together :”
Taken from the Order of Service for the Visitation and Swearing in of Church
Wardens 2021 Diocese of Derby
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The power of Prayer
Prayer is like breathing. Prayer is constantly within our soul and I believe that prayer,
true and authentic prayer, keeps us connected to almighty God. In Psalm 139 : 1-3 it
says,
O LORD, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and
when I rise up; You discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and
my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. NRSV
Such connectedness means that as we journey through this transient, earthly life we
are sustained, upheld, nourished and cherished by Almighty God. He gave his only
begotten son Jesus Christ so that through his death and miraculous resurrection we
share daily in his eternal life. Almighty God also gave us the gift of His Holy Spirit
which empowers us to share in God’s ongoing mission with his world. We become
God’s hands and feet. St Teresa of Avila offers these very profound words

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the
eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he
walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are
the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body
now on earth but yours.” ~ St. Teresa of Avila
As with any ongoing relationship the more you invest time , commitment, space and
quality the more one’s relationship deepens, matures and becomes enriched. Two
become one. And so it is with prayer. The more you offer to God the more you
receive from Him in ways which deepens one’s faith. You lose the desire to
promote self and instead promote God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit. Personal priorities become God’s priorities as we each seek to do His will.
The gift and power of prayer can never be under estimated. When we pray in faith
we trust that our prayers will be heard on behalf of others . Knowing that you are
being held before almighty God offers tremendous comfort and hope to those being
prayed for.
So, as we continue along our Christian path, let us pray to the One who loves us and
sustains us this day and for evermore. Amen.
Revd Helen
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The Victorian font has now been re-sited outside adjacent to the memorial window.
We are very grateful to Daynes Monumentals for their work in re-erecting the font in
its new location.

Poetry Corner
Think of me.
Think of me at the break of day
When the rising sun heralds a brand-new dawn
And the birds sing sweetly in the trees
While the flowers lift their heads
In the gentle breeze.
Think of me when the sun is hot
And the bees flit from flower to flower
when the earth is baked hard
and the grass is scorched
all waiting for a cooling shower.
Think of me in the dead of night
When the moon is full, and the stars are bright
When love and laughter seem far away
And you sit waiting for the break of day
Think of me the whole day through
For I will always be there thinking of you.
Ann Ward
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The Killamarsh Conservation Group
The Killamarsh Conservation Group undertakes occasional maintenance work
within the closed churchyard, in addition to the scheduled grass cutting etc by
North East Derbyshire District Council (NEDDC) during the relevant seasons.

Our volunteer work is mainly down to pruning overgrown trees and brambles,
not to make the churchyard “neat” but to give other flora a chance to thrive,
such as crocuses and primulas where they have been suffocated by extensive
bramble or branch coverage. An example of this is the large willow tree in the
middle of the churchyard, which had many branches reaching down to ground
level resulting in a very bare patch around its trunk. We removed these
branches to just above head height (about 2 metres) which allowed a growth of
crocuses under the canopy. There are 5 trees in the churchyard covered by a
Tree Protection Order (TPO), so no work is permitted on these without the
proper authorisation.
During our work, which we do under guidance notes issued by NEDDC, we are
careful not to disturb graves, or work within a grave space, or do anything
which would cause a memorial to become unsafe.

Through the winter of 2018/19 we erected several bird boxes around the site,
and we know that at least three of these were occupied the first year. The
boxes are inspected and cleaned before spring each year to give the birds the
best possible chance of nesting in them again.
Tony Ward has decided that he will in future concentrate his efforts in the
churchyard to the memorial garden beside the porch. He did also look after
the shrubs alongside the south wall of the church, but as with all of us, age has
crept up on him and reluctantly he feels no longer able to manage this part of
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the garden. The Reverend Helen asked if the Conservation Group would be
willing to take on this part, and two of our members have already made a start
and will meet with Tony to take advice on what he feels needs to be done. I
am sure all St Giles's congregation will join me in thanking him for all the work
he has put in over the years, especially to the memorial garden with its lovely
display of roses.
The Conservation Group has other projects around the village; if you would like
to help, either here in the churchyard or elsewhere, please feel free to contact
Stephen and Eva Thompson on 0114 247 3932, or email
killamarshconservationgroup@gmail.com
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United Benefice Contacts

Rector

Revd. Canon Helen
Guest

01142482769

Associate Priest

Revd. Michael Guest

01142482769

Reader

Mr. John Hall

01142484531

Safeguarding
Co-ordinator

Mrs. Jenny Crump

01142471956

Church Warden
St. Giles

Mrs. Jenny Crump

01142471956

Church Warden
St. Giles

Mrs. Margaret Hall

01142484531

Church Warden
St. Matthew’s

Ms. Anne Joule

01246433497

Church Warden
St. Matthew’s

Mrs. Ann Morton

01246433709

Hire of Church Hall

Revd. Helen Guest

01142482769

Web Site Editor

Mrs. Sarah Parker

Monthly News Sheet
Editor

Revd. Michael Guest

01142482769

www.StGiles-Killamarsh.org

To be Christ in Church and Community
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